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Abstract

This research describes Japanese writing learning that can improve the ability to write at once
to develop students' character. Chgacter formation and academic knowledge in a learning
process are done simultaneously. Research data were taken from varr'oa sources through
several data collection techniques: observation, interview, and test. Data is processed manually
with the guiding pgdp!e of qualitative and quantitative methodology. The research finds some
of the following through quality assurance of data quality (triangulation) and its strict
interpretation process. Through learning to write, students gain knowledge, direct experience in
writing and show the learning process characterized by character change, including
cooperation, responsibility, independence, confidence, and creativity. Learning writing is used
as a vehicle for implementing character education to achieve good achievement and character.
Keyword: Learning Japanese Writing, Character Education

A. INTRODUCTION

Learning is a set of actions designed to support students' learning process by taking into
account external events that play a role in a series of internal ones that take place within
students. The arrangement of learning events is carried out carefully to make learning occurred
and successfully be achieved. Therefore, education needs to be designed, set goals before
implementation, and controlled its performance (Depdiknas, 2008). Lecturers/teachers are
managers in the classroom organization. As a manager, activities include planning, organizing,
leading, and assessing the learning outcomes that they manage.

Meanwhile, writing ihone of the four aspects of language skills. According to Rusyana
(1988:191), the script gan use written language patterns to express an idea or message. Writing
or composting is the process of describing a language so that the message conveyed by the
author can be understood by the reader (Tarigan, 1984: 21). Can conclude both options: writing
is one of the language skills, which is applying mastery of vocabulary, grammar, and letters
when expressing ideas in writing.

As part of language activities, writing is closely related to thinking activities. The two of
them complement each other. -

Costa (1985: 103) suggests that writing and thinking are two activities that are carried out
together and repeatedly. Writing is a container that is also a result of thoughts.

Through writing activities, the writer can communicate his thoughts. Through thinking
activities, writers can improve their ability to write.
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Abidin (2008:76) states that language can show a person's personality, character,
disposition, and traits. Therefore, there is a term to know someone's surface which can be
observed in: (a) the manner and content of speech, (b) the way of writing and the content, (c)
behaviour, how to get along with other people; (d) thoughts, and (e) reflection of hearts and
feelings.

Through the way a person writes, the character they have will be known. Characters who
are polite, communicative, creative, honest, independent, work hard, and so on will be
reflected in how they write. Besides, learning to register can be used as a medium for character
planting. Writing is a creative, productive process that makes students act honestly, wisely, and
responsibly for what is written. By learning to write, in addition to learning to express their
thoughts through writing, students also learn to objectively look at a problem, be honest in
responding to that problem, and be responsible for the consequences caused by the results of
their creativity. Therefore, the aspect of writing skills needs attention in efforts to build the
character of students. One of the writing skills that are very relevant to the cultivation of
character education is writing.

In the study of writers, in particular, writing character education is vital. According to Vivian
(in Achmadi, 1998: 44), considering the purpose of writing itself is to persuade the audience to
take a particular doctrine or attitude towards a specific action.

Can see the relationship between character education and learning to write from the depth
of students' critical thinking processes. This means that writing will show students' knowledge
in the field of language and the ability to think logically, which is reflected in the flow of writing
or writing systematics and the sharpness of thinking reflected in the content of the paragraph.
Besides, at each stage of writing learning activities, several activities must be carried out by
students. Through these activities, students will unconsciously show their character. Students
can carry out a series of activities at the prewriting stage, such as exploring phenomena to get
ideas. This activity will require students to utilize their five senses and feelings in capturing the
basic concepts for their writing material. When carrying out exploration activities, the student is
getting used to being thorough, careful, sensitive, enthusiastic, responsible, critical, initiative,
and disciplined. When writing a script cooperatively, students will be accustomed to respect
each other, cooperation, responsibility, creativity, critical, initiative, problem-solving,
productivity, tenacity, dexterity, risk-taking, and commitment, as well as several different
character values (Abidin, 2012:197).

There are three kinds of writing skills in Japanese language education: writing letters (Kana
and Kanji letters), writing sentences and writing a story or essay. These three things are called
Moji, Bunsaku, and Sakubun, respectively.

In general, learning to write Japanese Sakubun is supported by necessary abilities, namely
linguistic skills, namely the ability to master Japanese, starting from letters (Kana and Kanji),
vocabulary, sentence patterns, expressions, and grammar rules Japanese. What is meant by
composition ability is the ability to present a story or essay content based on a particular plot
under Japanese speakers' culture and habits, the relevance of the theme, and the content of
the essay.
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Learning to write the Japanese language must lead students to learn to
write Sakubun through the writing process. Another important thing is how to
make Sakubun writing learning truly become a writing laboratory for students.

According to Langer and Applebee (1981: 21), the process approach in learning to write is
considered a cutting-edge procedure that is highly relevant to writing in an academic context.
Lyons and Heasley (1087: 320) states that activities of the writing learning process, namely: 1)
mini-lesson (lecturers provide instructions on writing to students) 2) writing time and
conference (lecturers direct students to start drafting rough drafts, revising and editing) 3)
Sharing time (discussing with friends or small groups; reading each other's writings).

Learning to write Japanese through integrated learning emphasizes practising and working
together in small groups collaboratively, and can also from responsibilities for each student
formed in collaboration.

Integrating writing learning and character education through blended learning in the
classroom can allow students to practice writing, discuss, collaborate, or do other activities to
help wiring Sakubun.

This helps students who experience obstacles in finding and developing ideas/ ideas in
writing Sakubun. 0

The procedure for learning to write Japanese is an implegentation of character education.
At each stage of learning to write Japanese, there are several activities that students must do.

Through activities in the learning process of writing, students gain knowledge, direct
experience in writing and show a learning process characterized by character changes,
including cooperation, responsibility, independence, confidence, and creatTvity.que integration
of learning to write Japanese and character education will shape student behaviour in the
learning process.

In this regard and problem identification, this study's primary focus is to determine gle
integration of Japanese writing learning and character education. Furthermore, the problem's
priority is described in the sub-focus of research, integrating Japanese writing learning and
character education as integrated learning.

Based on the ve focus and sub-focus, the research problems can be formulated as
follows: (1) How Tsm integration of learning to write Japanese and character education? (2)

How is the process of integrating Japanese writing learning and character education?

B. SEARCH METHOD

ﬁuis study used a qualitative descriptive research design. The subjects in this study were
the fifth-semester students of the Japanese language education study program, Unima. This is
under the view that the research subject is an object, thing, or person where they are attached
and what is at issue in the research (Suandi, 2008: 31). The it of this research is the
integration of Japanese writing learning and character education. Data collection techniques
using are the method of observation, interviews, and documentation. In this study, the
instruments were observation sheets, interview guidelines documents, student writing
corrected by the lecturer, and photo documentation.
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The observation metggd in this study was carried out with an observation sheet instrument
to obtain data regarding the integration of Japanese writing learning and character education.
Researchers interact with research subjects naturally, in the sense that researchers run
according to the teaching and learning process, by making observations, conducting research
systematically, and drawing conclusions as appropriate by qualitative researchers. As a
researcher, the teacher is full during the ongoing research process while observing firsthand,
responds to research subjects' responses and input from research collaborators seeking to
improve or revise further action plans. Researchers in this study act as executors as well as
research observers or active participant-observers. In this case, the researcher acts as the
executor of the action and observes the movement and the executor of the story. This is done
to create a natural and more objective situation in the research being carried out. By being
open to criticism and input from collaborators, researchers know what needs to be changed
and improved.

The methodgof collecting data by interview was conducted by asking questions to
respondents. An interview is a form of verbal communication or a kind of conversation aiming
to obtain information (Suandi, 2008: 44). In this study, the interviews conducted were
unstructured so that respondents could answer freely. Respondents can spontaneously and
straightforwardly say everything they want to say. The interview method in this study aims to
clarify and complement thg data that has been obtained in the observation. Thus, researchers
can t a broad picture of the integration of Japanese writing learning and character education.

In this study, the researcher used the documentation method to obtain data that was
genuinely valid and needed.

The documgentation in this study was written by students, corrected by the lecturer, and
photographs. Based on this method, researchers can use relevant theories described on a
theoretical basis as a reference fogiresearchers to explore the object of research. According to
Miles and Huberman (2007: 337), qualitative data analysis activities are carried out interactively
and take place continuously to completion.

Qualitative descriptive analysis is directed at identification and classification to obtain a
clear, detailed, and adequate description concerning the integration of writing learning and
character education.

Qualitative descriptive data analysis techniques can be divided into three steps: data
reduction, data presentation, and concluding/verification.

Data reduction is selecting the data that is needed and eliminating the information that is
not required. Data reduction activities are carried out by choosing the main things that are
under the research focus. Reduced data will be presented in the form of a collection of
information described in a detailed, clear, and systematic manner. At this stage, the data
regarding the integration of writing learning and character education will be presented in a
descriptive qualitative way under this study's design. The final step is concluding. Taking
conclusions, namely, the researcher formulates findings based on the data obtained and
presents descriptively qualitatively (delivering results in the field in words). This conclusion is
drawn according to the findings in the area shown in the presentation of data relating to the
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problem's formulation.

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The research findings are based on qualitative data sources from integrating Japanese
writing learning and character education.

The following is the response of researchers and collaborators to student observations in
the learning process: 1) The teamwork component observed during the learning process shows
that students have been able to write sakubun well and prioritize teamwork, which is very
good working on group assignments. This is evidenced by the mean score, which generally
shows very high cooperation.

In other words, while integrating Japanese writing learning and character education,
student cooperation shows high criteria. The process of working together in groups is more
lively because each component has understood its roles and responsibilities. 2) In the
independence component, students' independence in the group is getting more stable because
the lecturer provides guidance proportionally. 3) Students' motivation to achieve increases
because there is a nuance of competition between groups and a learning atmosphere
conducive to motivating students to improve their ability to write sakubun. In this component,
motivation has also increased. Although several scores have fluctuated at several meetings, the
results are still at high criteria. 4) The activity of each group member increases and is more
evenly distributed. 5) Even so, on the responsibility component.

Through integrating Japanese writing learning and character education, students gain
knowledge and direct experience in writing. They show a learning process marked by character
changes, including cooperation, responsibility, independence, confidence, and creativity.

Integrating Japanese writing learning and character education is carried out by selecting
character values under the necessary competencies' characteristics. According to Sulistyowati
(2012: 101), this is under the theoretical study obtained, the process of integrating character
values is carried out by selecting character values under the characteristics of the subject to be
achieved.

In planning, lecturers often have difficulty linking character education to writing because
they have to choose characters that match students' characteristics, teaching media, learning
methods, and indicators to be achieved in learning. This is in line with the opinion of Wahyuni
et al. (2012: 14). In planning character education learning, educators are asked to analyze
learning conditions, learning constraints, learning material sources, student characteristics, and
competencies to be achieved.

The implementation of integrating learning to write Japanese and character education
based on the observation of the integration of character education values is carried out
through learning activities consisting of and taken with the following steps:

a. First stage,
Mini-lesson:

Students are introduced to learning to write Japanese sakubun, which they have to do
while learning to write sakubun.
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b. The second stage, group activities:
Collaboration phase I: small groups

Before writing (prewriting), the group selects and determines the theme to be written
concerning the student worksheet (LKM). Student worksheets (LKM) consist of three articles
that must be chosen as one of the items that are of interest to the group and worked on
collaboratively through activities:

Writing time and conference:

At this stage, the groups collaborate to build a foundation for the chosen theme based on
developing ideas/ideas and composition, namely: the content of the essay, the organization of
the paper, the use of language, vocabulary, and mechanics even though it is still in the form of
a rough draft (drafting), After collaborating with the group to write writing in rough draft form,
together with the group collaborate through discussion, collaborating, working together to
contribute ideas/ideas to improve by revising the rough draft of various components (revising)
then based on the results of the revision students work together in writing editing groups to
become draft | (editing).

Sharing time:

Collaboration at this stage allows each group to improve or refine draft lll into draft IV,
which becomes the final writing as finished writing. The implementation of learning to write
Japanese sakubun is based og,the observation of learning activities integrated with character
education. The integration of character education values is carried out through learning
activities consisting of Minilessons; Writing time and conference; Sharing time. Through
activities in the learning process of writing, students gain knowledge, direct experience in
writing and show a learning process characterized by character changes, including cooperation,
responsibility, independence, confidence, and creativity. Learning to write is used as a vehicle
for integrating character education to achieve exemplary achievements and character.

The values of character education that most dominantly appear in learning to write
Japanese sakubun are critical, communicative, responsible, creative, independent, and

cooperative.

a. CLOSING
CONCLUSION

Based on the discussion described above, it can be concluded as follows: Through activities
in the learning process of writing, students gain knowledge, direct experience in writing, as well
as show a learning process marked by changes in character including cooperation,
responsibility, independence, most genuine self, creative. Learning to write is used as a vehicle
for implementing character education to achieve exemplary achievements and character.

In learning activities, lecturers/educators can design learning conditions to form a learning
environment that ensures character education.
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In this case, we must integrated character learning with every learning process.

One of the media that can be used to integrate character education is learning to write
because writing is a creative, productive process in which students act together, take
responsibility, be independent, confident, creative in what is written.

By learning to write in addition to students learning to express ideas/ideas through writing.
Students also learn how to objectively look at a problem, uncover that problem, and be
responsible for the consequences caused by the results of their creativity.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings in this study, the researcher can make several suggestiops:

Research on the integration of Japanese writing learning is not perfect. However,gsed on the
results obtained and under the characteristics of learning to write as a skill through an
integrated writing process approach with character education, lecturers and teachers can teach
subjects characterized by mastery of language skills, such as writing, writing. -including the
Japanese language sakubun writing course. If possible, the lecturer can also apply it to other
subjects or other subjects whose process demands character-building values.
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